
Belabarce Walnut
Juglans regia L.
Roncal Valley – Pyrenees – Spain

This species is typical of riverside woodlands in the eastern 
Mediterranean. It grows naturally in southeast Europe 
and western Asia from Greece as far as the Himalayas, 

associated with trees such as Platanus orientalis, Liquidambar 
orientalis, Pterocarya fraxinifolia and Rhododendron ponticum 
and lianas such as Periploca graeca and Cyprinia gracilis.

The species spread across Europe during the Roman era, 
mainly as a fruit tree although its wood is also of excellent 
quality and is very highly regarded. It is associated with 
human activities in orchards, on the borders of crop fields and 
on mountain slopes. In its area of origin, the natural forests 
are threatened by fruit collection, overgrazing and wood 
logging, marking a descendant population trend. Natura 
2000: Habitats, 92C0 - Platanus orientalis and Liquidambar 
orientalis woods (Plantanion orientalis), 92A0 - Salix alba 
and Populus alba galleries. Red List Category of Threatened 
Species, IUCN: Near Threatened (NT). n

n 208 209 n



Phoenix Olive Trees
Olea europaea L. var. europaea
Phoenix – Crete – Greece

The olive tree was one of the first trees to be domesticated 
on the eastern coast of the Mediterranean. From there, 
its cultivation extended across the whole Mediterranean 

region, on many occasions taking advantage of wild olive 
popultions for grafting. In Minoan art dating back to 3,500 
years ago, the olive and its branches, fruits and flowers were 
used as inspiration for paintings and the decoration of vases 
and jewellery.

The Phoenix olive trees bear witness to the extraordinary 
capacity for survival of this species in even the harshest 
and most arid of landscapes. Few trees have been more 
generous to humanity. Yet in the last few decades, these 
ancestral trees, from unique native varieties that in many 
cases are still unknown to science, have been abandoned, 
cornered, chopped down and plundered as a result of market 
forces that seem unable to value them and fail to appreciate 
their essential environmental role in protecting the soil, 
biodiversity, agro-biodiversity and cultural diversity. n
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Monumental Olives  
of Maestrazgo
Olea europaea L. var. europaea
Maestrazgo – Spain

One of the main assets of the traditional olive grove in 
relation to the conservation of biodiversity is very much 
related to the abundance of resident, migratory or 

wintering bird species found there, seeking food, shelter or 
somewhere to nest. Examples include Alectoris rufa, Athene 
noctua, Lullula arborea, Oenathe hispanica, Galerida theklae, 
Hirundo rustica, Saxicola torquatus, Lanius excubitor, Lanius 
senator, Emberiza cirlus, Turdus philomelos, Turdus iliacus, 
Erithacus rubecula, Fringilla coelebs and Cercotrichas 
galactotes.

Valencian Community Act 4/2006 on the Heritage of 
Monumental Trees directly protects every tree over 350 years 
old. According to the agricultural associations in the county 
of Maestrazgo in the north of the province of Castellón, there 
are more than 4,000 olive trees protected as ‘Monumental 
Trees’. This has managed to put an end to their despoilment, 
protecting the land and allowing a unique olive oil in the world 
to be commercialized. There are many ancient olive trees in 
the Mediterranean area that need social and political action 
on this scale. n
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Pollarding Poplar
Populus nigra L.
Ababuj – Spain

This species is found in Europe, Asia and North Africa and 
forms part of the riparian vegetation along watercourses 
and copses. It grows from sea level up to an altitude 

of 1,800 metres. Plantations of ‘trasmocho’ or ‘cabecero’ 
poplars (pollarded), following the meandering of rivers, at the 
edges of crop fields and the areas around springs to obtain 
beams, firewood and forage, are an essential component of 
the traditional landscape and culture of central and southern 
Europe. 

In many towns in the arid south of Aragon in Spain, these are 
almost the only trees of any size to continue existing in this 
landscape, forming an essential microhabitat for preserving 
bryophytes, lichen and saproxylic organisms. Many stretches 
of the Alfambra, Jiloca, Pancrudo, Aguas Vivas, Estercuel, 
Gualope, de la Val, Huerva, Fuenteferrada and Piedra rivers 
are still home to some of the finest landscapes featuring 
these trees. Their main threats are from drying-out of the 
land and rechanneling of watercourses, the extraction of 
subterranean water from wells which make the water table 
drop, rural depopulation and the spread of intensive farming.

Natura 2000: Habitats, 91E0 - * Alluvial forests with Alnus 
glutinosa and Fraxinus excelsior (Alno-Padion, Alnion incanae, 
Salicion albae), 91F0 - Riparian mixed forests of Quercus 
robur, Ulmus laevis and Ulmus minor, Fraxinus excelsior 
or Fraxinus angustifolia, along the great rivers (Ulmenion 
minoris). . Red List Category of Threatened Species, IUCN: 
Least Concern (LC). n
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Some 26 species of wild almond trees are known, which share 
a common geographical area between the Middle East 
and Central Asia, in Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, 

Afghanistan, Turkey, Armenia, Pakistan, Iran, Iraq, southern 
Russia, China and Mongolia. The tree grows in gorges and on 
rocky slopes, in extreme xerophytic conditions on the steppes 
and semi-desert zones between 800 and 1,700 metres. They are 
generally small trees or shrubs, very rustic, which may have tough 
pointed branches in the shape of spines to protect themselves 
from herbivores. 

The natural populations have a wide variety of shapes and 
behaviours, in addition to which human selection and hybridization 

has adapted them to different geographical zones. Until just a 
few decades ago, the cultivation of almond trees as a dryland 
crop was very common on both sides of the Mediterranean, but 
today this is very scarce.

The lesser kestrel is a small falcon that is very useful to agriculture 
as it feeds on insects and rodents. In the 1950s there was a 
sharp drop in their population due to the indiscriminate use of 
poison and hunting. Natura 2000: Specie of Community Interest, 
Annex I. Red List Category of Threatened Species, IUCN of Falco 
naumanni: Least Concern (LC). n

Prunus dulcis (Mill.) D.A. Webb. 
Falco naumanni Fleischer
Castellón – Spain

Almond & Lesser Kestrel
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The Terrona Holm Oak
Quercus ilex L.
Zarza de Montánchez - Spain

The dehesas are a typical agro-pastoral formation in the 
Iberian Peninsula of great environmental, economic and 
ecological worth. They combine adult trees, mainly holm 

oaks, cork oaks and oaks, with meadows for livestock, the 
cultivation of agricultural crops and the extraction of cork, 
wood and charcoal. It is one of the most characteristic 
landscapes in Extremadura, Andalusia, southern Castile and 
Leon, and Portugal. These dehesas are home to some very 
important species for the conservation of biodiversity such 
as Aquila adalberti, Ciconia nigra and Lynx pardinus and offer 
an essential habitat for various species of saproxylic flora 
and fauna.

The Terrona holm oak, with a trunk circumference of over 
8 metres and a crown diameter of 27 metres, has presided 
over a fertile dehesa in the town of Zarza de Montánchez for 
more than eight centuries. It was the first singular tree to be 
protected in the community of Extremadura, since when it 
has received all kinds of care. Some years ago, after a lifetime 
of providing fruit for the Iberian pigs which sheltered, bred 
and fed underneath its branches, it began to need support, 
which has been provided by some Gaudiesque forks to help 
preserve its integrity and majestic silhouette. n
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Holm Oaks of  
Houses of Paterna
Quercus ilex L.
Ayora – Spain

The area currently estimated to be covered by Quercus 
ilex in the Mediterranean region is around 6.5 million 
hectares, with Spain, Portugal, Morocco and Algeria 

being the countries with the largest expanses. This is half 
of its potential area, with charcoal production, the spread of 
farming, forest fires and intensive stockbreeding being some 
of the main reasons for this reduction. The conservation of 
large holm oak groves in the Iberian Peninsula is very closely 
associated with the management and profitability of dehesas.

In ancient times these dehesas proliferated across the whole 
of Spain. The cereal-growing landscape of the Casas de 
Paterna in Ayora shows off its greenest and most hopeful 
face in the spring. Near the main building, two magnificent 
holm oaks stand guard next to a dovecote. This kind of 
construction, which was very common in rural environments 
many years ago, was built to provide a supply of eggs and 
pigeons and the equally important pigeon droppings for 
fertilizing the land. n
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Romanejo & La Nava 
Pyrenean Oak
Quercus pyrenaica Willd.

Extremadura – Spain

The Quercus pyrenaica species inhabits the western 
Mediterranean region, being most abundant in the 
western part of the Iberian Peninsula. It is also found 

in western and southwestern France and there are a few 
communities in northern Morocco.

The Pyrenean Oak of La Nava is situated in the municipality of 
Berzocana on the La Maribela mountain range in the county 
of Villuercas. This is an agro-pastoral dehesa of deciduous 
oaks where the main native bovine breed of the southwest 
Iberian Peninsula graze, the Retinta bovine breed. It grows 
alongside one of the highest communities of Passeriformes 
in Extremadura in a reproduction zone for the black stork and 
the Bechstein’s bat. 

The Romanejo is one of the oldest and largest examples of 
its species and has a trunk circumference at the base of over 
9 metres. The crown reaches a height of 20 metres and has a 
diameter of 50 metres. The tree stands on a hill between the 
fertile valleys of Jerte and Ambroz. 

Natura 2000: Habitats, 9190 - Old acidophilous oak woods 
with Quercus robur on sandy plains, 9230 - Galicio-
Portuguese oak woods with Quercus robur and Quercus 
pyrenaica. n
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Romanejo Pyrenean Oak
Quercus pyrenaica Willd.
Cabezabellosa – Spain 225 n



Duas Rodas Cork Oak 
Quercus suber L.
Serra do Bispo Mount – Portugal

The cork oak forest is a characteristic vegetal formation of 
the western Mediterranean in siliceous soils, which are 
mainly found in thermo-meso-Mediterranean vegetation 

belts with a humid or sub-humid bioclimate. They can also 
penetrate the supra-Mediterranean belt in the Rif and High 
Atlas mountains of Morocco, where specimens have been 
found growing at an altitude of 2,400 metres. Quercus suber 
forms part of mixed populations alongside other trees such as 
Quercus ilex, Quercus pubescens, Quercus faginea, Quercus 
canariensis, Pinus pinaster, Pinus pinea, Arbutus unedo and 
Pyrus bourgaeana.

The cork oak forests in the more humid zones of the southern 
Iberian Peninsula are home to a wide variety of mosses and 
epiphyte ferns such as Davallia canariensis and Polypodium 
cambricum; climbing plants, nemoral grasses, ferns, shrubs 
and the insectivorous plant Drosophyllum lusitanicum. The 
Duas Rodas cork oak has a trunk circumference of 6.4 metres 
at its base, a crown diameter of 31 metres, is 19.5 metres 
tall and is estimated to be over 400 years old. Natura 2000: 
Habitats, 2180 - Wooded dunes of the Atlantic, Continental 
and Boreal region, 6310 - Dehesas with evergreen Quercus 
spp., 9330 - Quercus suber forests. n
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