
Bouches du Rhône
Cupressus sempervirens L. var. pyramidalis
Camargue Regional Nature Park – France.

The River Rhone, one of the biggest contributors of fresh 
water to the Mediterranean Sea, flows out in one of 
the most fertile and fecund landscapes in Europe. The 

Camargue Regional Nature Park is made up of lakes, swamps, 
marshes, salt flats, rice fields and orchards, being home to an 
extraordinary diversity of flora and wildlife, particularly birds. 
The fertile sediments brought down by the Rhone make it 
easy to grow apples, pears, vines, vegetables and cereals. 

However, this area is also very windy as the air masses blow 
along the Rhone valley at great speeds. In these conditions, 
barriers of cypress trees are one of the best ways of 
protecting crop fields. Having been planted here since time 
immemorial, these evergreen rows which have left their mark 
on the landscape were once in danger of disappearing as 
a result of the lethal cypress canker disease caused by the 
vascular fungus Seiridium cardinale. “Camargue” Biosphere 
Reserve. n
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Strada della Foce
Cupressus sempervirens L. var. pyramidalis
Tuscany – Italy

Recent genetic studies carried out by the Institute for 
the Protection of Plants (CNR) in Florence have shown 
that the cypresses growing in Italy are related to the 

natural populations in the western Mediterranean, so Italy is 
the second homeland of the Mediterranean cypress. They 
spread across the whole Roman Empire during its period 
of domination as a symbol of culture and civilization. The 
landscapes of cypress trees are a key element of the Tuscan 
economy and have become a universal symbol.

In Italy you can enjoy the cypress in the form of forests, such 
as the “Bosco degli Zappini” in Fontegreca where there is a 
wood of over 70 hectares which was already being mentioned 
in documents as early as the 16th century. The cypress tree 
is also an essential feature of historic Renaissance gardens 
such as those at “Villa d’Este”, “Giardino di Boboli” o “Strada 
della Foce”. The “Viale dei Cipressi di Bolgheri” in Maremma 
in Tuscany is a double alignment of cypresses stretching for 
almost 5 kilometres which was planted in 1832 and to which 
the Nobel prizewinning Italian writer Carducci dedicated 
his poem ‘Davanti San Guido’. It is protected as a Natural 
Monumental Asset of National Artistic and Historic and is one 
of the most outstanding and representative examples of the 
role of the cypress in Tuscany. n
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Juniper of Opoul
Juniperus oxycedrus L.
Opoul – France

The thermophile junipers prefer to integrate in thermo-
Mediterranean vegetation belts in either azonal dune 
formations or sclerophyll forests of Quercus spp. The 

Opoul juniper bears witness to the size these long-suffering 
trees can reach; there are documented examples of junipers 
with trunk diameters of over 4 metres. They have been used 
for wood, to extract the exclusive essences it contains, and 
they have been ravaged by forest fires and driven from their 
lands by agricultural transformations. This old, solitary and 
well-known “Cade”, the name by which the species is known 
in the French Roussillon, stands alone in the middle of the 
vineyard, waiting, sick and injured, for help that does not 
come. 

Natura 2000: Habitat, 5210 - Arborescent matorral with 
Juniperus spp., 2250 - * Coastal dunes with Juniperus 
spp., 2270 * - Wooded dunes with Pinus pinea and/or 
Pinus pinaster, 9560 - * Endemic forests with Juniperus 
spp. Red List Category of Threatened Species, IUCN: 
Least Concern (LC). n

n 198 199 n



Atalaya Phoenician  
Juniper
Juniperus phoenicea L.
Fuenterrobles – Spain

The Phoenician juniper can form very large, dense and 
complex woods among masses of Mediterranean 
sclerophyll vegetation, from sea level up to an altitude 

of 2,000 metres, with a greater presence on the western side 
of the Mediterranean. The junipers in the Phoenicea group 
have a great capacity to colonize poor, sandy, volcanic, 
saline or rocky soils in arid, semi-arid and sub-humid 
bioclimates. Having been very abundant in the past, they 
have been subject to overexploitation across their whole area 
of distribution to make charcoal. Apart from the spread of 
farming and over-grazing, they are threatened by intensive 
urban development of the coast and forest fires. Increasingly 
rare, the Phoenician juniper is in a very poor situation in the 
form of small, scattered stands and isolated individual trees. 
Today, estimates indicate that their populations in North 
Africa, where they are more widespread, have shrunk by 
around 70%.

Natura 2000: Habitats, 9560 - * Endemic forests with Juniperus 
spp., 2250 - * Coastal dunes with Juniperus ssp., 5210 - 
*Arborescent matorral with Juniperus spp. Red List Category 
of Threatened Species, IUCN: Least Concern (LC). n
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Bordighera Palm Grove
Phoenix dactylifera L.
Bordighera – Italy

The presence of date palms on the Ligurian coast has 
been documented for over 1,000 years, associated with 
maritime trade with North Africa. The cultivation of date 

palms was part of the local farming activities, occupying the 
edges of small, terraced allotments dropping down from the 
Maritime Alps to the Mediterranean Sea. The main product 
of the palms was their leaves, which were traditionally used 
for religious celebrations such as the Catholic and Jewish 
Passover.

During the 17th century, as a result of the upsurge in people’s 
interest in and development of natural sciences, there was 
an increase in the number of trips by naturalists of central 
Europe to the Mediterranean, where they were surprised by 
the lushness of the landscape. From that time onwards, the 
Italian Riviera became a favourite destination for holidays 
and health vacations. The introduction of the railway and the 
opening of the Suez Canal led to an influx of travellers and 
plants from every corner of the world. This means that this 
region boasts some magnificent collections of exotic plants 
from all over the world, genuine reserves of biodiversity, as 
some of them are at risk of extinction in their regions of origin. 
However, the size of the Bordighera Palm Grove has declined 
considerably as a result of the urban growth associated 
with tourism. As well as the decline in agriculture and, more 
recently, the arrival of the red palm weevil, this has meant 
that the palm grove is in imminent danger of disappearing. n
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Ceratonia siliqua L.
Laetiporus sulphureus (Bull.) Bondartsev & Singer
Monastery of Corpus Christi – Llutxent – Spain

Carob Tree

The carob is a species found all around the Mediterranean and 
is typical of the thermo-Mediterranean belt. It is widespread 
across the whole region as a dryland crop, grown for the 

production of its fruit. There are few known natural populations, 
where it is associated with Arbutus unedo, Fraxinus ornus, 
Laurus nobilis, Olea europaea var. sylvestris, Phillyrea latifolia, 
Quercus ilex, Rubia peregrina subsp. longifolia, Smilax aspera 
var. altissima and Viburnum tinus.

It is an extremely long-living tree which can achieve considerable 
development, in spite of the fact that agricultural pruning 
considerably diminishes its vigour. Secular carob trees are very 
valuable for the conservation of the biodiversity of flora and 
fauna in the Mediterranean, as well as playing a key role in the 
fight against desertification. Threats to old carob trees include 

the abandonment of agricultural activities, rural depopulation, 
the transformation of dryland farming to irrigated crop fields, and 
urbanistic pressure.

The sulphur polypore (Laetiporus sulphurous) is a saproxylic 
fungus that populates very weak or damaged trees and is a 
good example of the flora known for its natural balancing effect, 
responsible for completing the nutrient cycle of ecosystems.

The carob tree of Quinta de Parra in the Portuguese Algarve 
has a trunk circumference of 13 metres, one of the largest in the 
Iberian Peninsula. Meanwhile, the ‘garrofer’ at the Monastery of 
Llutxent in the province of Valencia bears witness to the use of 
the fruit of this species for equine feed. Natura 2000: Habitats, 
5230 - * Arborescent matorral with Laurus nobilis, 9320 - Olea 
and Ceratonia forests. n
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Carob Tree
Ceratonia siliqua L
Quinta da Parra, Moncarapacho – Portugal 207 n
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