
This is a characteristic species of temperate European 
forests. It grows in western, central and southern Europe 
and in western Asia as far as Crimea and Transcaucasia. 

Its best representations can be found at between 300 and 
1,500 m, although it is capable of growing at higher altitudes. 
It is associated with mixed forests including Fagus sylvatica, 
Betula sp., Pinus sylvestris, Quercus robur and Quercus 
pyrenaica. 

Its most southerly forest can be found in Madonie in Sicily, 
where this wonderful specimen of sessile oak stands at an 
altitude of 1,300 metres. It is 22 metres high, has a trunk 
circumference of 7 metres and covers an area of 450 m2.

Natura 2000: Habitats, 9110 - Luzulo-Fagetum beech 
forests, 9130 - Asperulo-Fagetum beech forests, 9160 - Sub-
Atlantic and medio-European oak or oakhornbeam forests of 
the Carpinion betuli. 9170 Galio-Carpinetum oak-hornbeam 
forests, 9190 - Old acidophilous oak woods with Quercus 
robur on sandy plains, 91A0 - Old sessile oak woods with 
Ilex and Blechnum in the British Isles, 91G0 - * Pannonic 
woods with Quercus petraea and Carpinus betulus, 91M0 - 
Pannonian-Balkanic turkey oak- sessile oak forests, 91W0 - 
Moesian beech forests, 91Z0 - Moesian Silver lime woods. n

Quercus petraea (Matt.) Liebl.
Madonie Regional Natural Park – Sicily – Italy

Sessile Oak of Pomieri

n 184 185 n



The Large-leaved Lime is a typical species of temperate 
deciduous forests and inhabits much of central Europe 
and western Asia. In the Mediterranean region its best 

forests are in the supra-Mediterranean belt in sub-humid 
and cool-humid areas along rivers, gullies and gorges. In the 
Pyrenees its forests are home to a great wealth of flora, with 
representatives of the phytosociological group Quercetalia 
pubescentis with taxa such as Acer monspessulanum, 
Acer campestre, Sorbus domestica, Buxus sempervirens, 
Quercus pubescens, Corylus avellana, Ulmus glabra, Taxus 
baccata and Tilia cordata, amongst others. In the eastern 
Mediterranean it is associated with Acer pseudoplatanus 
giving rise to the Lunario-Acerenion sub-alliance; the sub-
alliance of Tilio-Acerenion is the southernmost example of 
this presentation in the Iberian Peninsula.

Natura 2000: Habitats, 9180 * Tilio-Acerion forests of slopes, 
screes and ravines, 91I0 - * Euro-Siberian steppic woods 
with Quercus spp., 91H0 - * Pannonian woods with Quercus 
pubescens. n

Tilia platyphyllos Scop.
Belagua River – Pyrenees – Spain

Large-leaved Lime of 
Otsindundua Bridge

n 186 187 n



This species is endemic to the island of Crete with exiguous 
populations in eight locations across the three main mountain 
massifs on the island. One of the best reserves of the 

species is found in the upper part of the Gorge of Samaria, where 
there are treelike species growing among forests of Cupressus 
sempervirens and Acer sempervirens. Along with Zelkova sícula, 
a taxon found exclusively in Sicily, there are only 200 trees.

These species bear witness to the role that Mediterranean 
islands played as a haven for continental European flora during 

the advance of the Quaternary glaciations. In Crete the species is 
threatened by over-grazing, forest fires and urban development. 
The situation of this species is unfavourable because of its small 
population and an uncertain future. Natura 2000: Specie of 
Community Interest, Annex II and Annex IV. Red List Category 
of Threatened Species, IUCN: Endangered (EN). “Gorge of 
Samaria” Biosphere Reserve. n

Zelkova abelicea (Lam.) Boiss.
Xeropotamos – Crete – Greece

Cretan Zelkova 

n 188 189 n
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