
Il-Ballut tal-Wuardija
Quercus ilex L.
Malta

The strategic location of the Maltese archipelago in the 
Mediterranean meant that during the Würm glacial period 
these lands served as a bridge for vegetation between 

Europe and Africa. In the same way, the trade routes between 
the people on the east and west of the Mediterranean led to 
the incorporation of different species of plants by local farmers. 
Findings from the Bronze Age on these islands show that human 
activity was dependent on the use of wood from local forests. 
Since then, the military, cultural and religious vicissitudes related 
to the geostrategic role of Malta, and also to meet the basic 

needs of the population, have led its vegetation and forests to a 
very precarious situation. 

Fortunately, there are still some vestiges remaining as a witness 
to the potential of this land to accommodate luxuriant forests, 
such as Il-Ballut tal-Imgiebah and Il-Ballut tal-Wuardija, two tiny 
groups of relict vegetation of Quercus ilex. The latter is the oldest 
and most extensive of Malta, though there are also some ancient 
Ceratonia siliqua, which shelter more than seventy species of 
flora and fauna under their dense vaulted crowns, including a 
population of serotine bats (Eptesicus serotinus). n
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Quercus ilex L.
Corsica – France

Vallée du Fango

Mediterranean sclerophyll woodland dominated by 
Quercus ilex and accompanied with Arbutus une-
do, Phillyrea llatifolia, Pinus nigra subsp. laricio, 

Ilex aquifolium, Taxus baccata, Myrtus communis, Cistus 
salvifolius, Cistus incanus, Cistus monspeliensis, Smilax 
aspera, Clematis flammula and Rubia peregrina. In this 
forest, grow multi-centennial holm oaks that reaching 
heights of over 30 m, showing a natural shape, that not 
having been subjected to forestal operations, agricultur-
al or livestock.

Located in the north-west of Corsica, this biosphere re-
serve follows the limits of the Fango Valley watershed. 
The Fango River is a mountain torrent that flows into the 
Gulf of Galéria in Corsica. The biosphere reserve rises 
from the level of the Mediterranean sea up to an altitude 
of 2,556 meters above sea level.

Natura 2000: Habitats, 9340 - Quercus ilex and Quer-
cus rotundifolia forests, 9540 Mediterranean pine forests 
with endemic Mesogean pines, 2180 - Wooded dunes of 
the Atlantic, Continental and Boreal region, 5230 - * Ar-
borescent matorral with Laurus nobilis. “Vallée du Fan-
go” Biosphere Reserve. n
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The Holm oaks from the ilex complex, an emblematic 
species of the sclerophyll forests of the central and 
western Mediterranean region, can be regarded as a 

collective species that includes different and very variable 
infraspecific subtypes. They are best represented in the 
Iberian Peninsula and North Africa, although they can also be 
found in the Maritime Alps, Italy and the Balkans, becoming 
more dispersed and localized in the islands of the Aegean 
and the western coast of Turkey. The forests optimal growth 
zone is in the meso-Mediterranean belt from sea level up to 
an altitude of 500 metres, but their populations also extend to 
the thermo-supra-oro-Mediterranean belts up to an altitude 
of 2,800 metres in certain parts of the western High Atlas 
mountains.

In the Madonie Regional Natural Park in Sicily they grow 
in mixed forests with Quercus amplifolia, Quercus suber, 
Quercus congesta, Quercus dalechampii, Quercus virgiliana, 
Quercus ilex and Quercus petraea. In the municipality of 
Isnello there is a noteworthy example of a Quercus ilex with 
a trunk circumference of more than 8 metres. Meanwhile, 
on the volcanic substrate of the skirts of Mount Etna there 
is another magnificent holm oak with a crown diameter of 
almost 30 metres in which the lower branches have managed 
to form a perfect dome.

Natura 2000: Habitats, 9340 - Quercus ilex and Quercus 
rotundifolia forests, 9540 Mediterranean pine forests with 
endemic Mesogean pines, 2180 - Wooded dunes of the 
Atlantic, Continental and Boreal region, 5230 - * Arborescent 
matorral with Laurus nobilis. ”Mount Etna”, World Heritage 
Site. n

Quercus ilex L.
Madonie Regional Natural Park – Sicily – Italy

Carbonara Forest &  
Ilice du Carrinu
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Ilice du Carrinu
Quercus ilex L.
Milo – Sicily – Italy. 183 n
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