
The Quercus alnifolia is one of the scarcest endemic sclerophyll 
oaks in the eastern Mediterranean, with distribution limited 
to very basic outcrops on Mount Troodos in Cyprus. It lives in 

the meso-Mediterranean vegetation belt at altitudes of between 
400 and 1,700 metres in a cool, sub-humid bioclimate, tolerating 
a period of summer drought that can extend over five months. It 
is associated with Cedrus libani subsp. brevifolia, Pinus brutia, 

Acer sempervirens, Arbutus andrachne, Platanus orientalis, 
Helichrysum microphyllum, Sedum cyprium, Cyclamen cyprium, 
Crepis fraasii and Stellaria cilicica. From a genetic point of view, 
it is a species very close to Quercus ilex and Quercus coccifera, 
which might indicate that its insular isolation has facilitated 
recent speciation. Natura 2000: Habitat 9390 - *Scrub & low 
forest vegetation with Quercus alnifolia. n

Quercus alnifolia Poech.
Troodos National Forest Park – Cyprus

Golden Oak
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Kermes Oak of  
Mesa Potami
Quercus coccifera L. subsp. calliprinos (Webb) Holmboe
Crete – Greece

One of the most notable groups of Mediterranean 
sclerophyll oaks is the coccifera complex. Quercus 
coccifera can behave as a very variable collective 

species in which it is difficult to make clear differentiations at 
an intraspecific level based on morphological, geographical, 
biochemical or genetic characteristics. It encompasses both 
spreading shrub and tree forms which have been defined 
respectively as Quercus coccifera subsp. coccifera and 
Quercus coccifera subsp. calliprinos. They grow together in 
different locations in their distribution areas of Greece, Sicily, 
North Africa and Portugal.

It lives in the thermo- and meso-Mediterranean vegetation 
belts, occasionally reaching the supra-Mediterranean belt 
in humid, sub-humid and semi-arid bioclimates, growing 
alongside most Mediterranean tree species. It was used in 
ancient times to obtain a crimson dye from an insect from 
the Kermes genus that lives as a parasite on its leaves. 
Forestry overexploitation, over-grazing and forest fires are 
its main threats. Natura 2000: Habitat, 93A0 - Woodlands 
with Quercus infectoria (Anagyro foetidae- Quercetum 
infectoriae). n
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Barranc dels Horts Forest
Quercus faginea Lam., Quercus ilex L.
Ares del Maestre – Spain

The Barranc dels Horts is a tract of over 700 hectares of 
farming and forestry land at an altitude of between 675 
and 1,175 metres. It is one of the very few formations 

in the Mediterranean basin of hundreds of Quercus faginea 
and Quercus ilex that are several hundred years old. Having 
been farmed sustainably for centuries for livestock, crops, 
firewood, charcoal and lime, at the beginning of the 1990s 
some of the huge trees were felled which had tremendous 
social repercussions resulting in a call for their protection.

Among the abundant biodiversity in this area are various 
different species of lichens from the genera of Xanthoria, 
Parmelia, Diploschistes and  Caloplaca; fungi from Boletus, 
Armillaria, Lactarius, Hebeloma, Hericium, Lycoperdon, 
Geaster, Agaricus; rock-dwelling plants such as Sarcocapnos 
enneaphylla, Chaenorhinum origanifolium subsp. crassifolium; 
arthropods such as Scolopendra sp. and Buthus sp.; and 
vertebrates including Malpolon monspessulanum, Vipera 
latastei, Lacerta lepida, Capra hispanica, Vulpes vulpes, Falco 
peregrinus, Nyctalus leisleri, Barbastella barbastellus, Corvus 
corone, Oriolus oriolus, Upupa epops, Garrulus glandarius, 
Turdus merula, Alectoris rufa, Dendrocopos major, Podarcis 
hipanica, Psammodromus algirus and Psammodromus 
hispanicus. Natura 2000: Habitats, 9240 - Quercus faginea 
and Quercus canariensis Iberian, 9340 - Quercus ilex and 
Quercus rotundifolia forests, 9540 Mediterranean pine forests 
with endemic Mesogean pines, 2180 - Wooded dunes of the 
Atlantic, Continental and Boreal region, 5230 - * Arborescent 
matorral with Laurus nobilis. n
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Barranc dels Horts Forest
Quercus faginea Lam., Quercus ilex L.
Ares del Maestre – Spain
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