
Pino de los Dos Hermanos
Pinus pinaster Aiton
Hoces del Cabriel Natural Park & Sierra Calderona Natural Park – Spain

The maritime pine is a calcifuge species from the western 
Mediterranean whose main natural populations can be 
found on the Iberian Peninsula. It has been very widely used 

in reforestation projects due to its rapid growth and hardiness 
and in order to produce resin. 

The Dos Hermanos pine, the emblem of the Hoces del Cabriel 
Natural Park, is a magnificent tree with a trunk circumference of 
more than 4.5 metres which divides into two thick branches at 
a low height. Having been marked for felling in the middle of the 
20th century, the local residents formed a movement to stop it 
from being cut down.

The Sierra Calderona Natural Park contains a forest formation of 
Pinus pinaster and Quercus suber. Some of its most exclusive, 
endemic, rare or threatened species are Cistus populifolius, 
Centaurea boissieri subsp. spachii, Erica scoparia and Erica 
arborea, protected by the plant micro-reserve of Peñas Altas. At 
its feet, the micro-reserve of Barranc del Sargatillo is home to the 
species Dianthus multiaffinis and Centaurea saguntina.

Natura 2000: Habitats, 2270 - * Wooded dunes with Pinus pinea 
and/or Pinus pinaster, 9540 - Mediterranean pine forests with 
endemic Mesogean pines, 2180 - Wooded dunes of the Atlantic, 
Continental and Boreal region. Red List Category of Threatened 
Species, IUCN: Least Concern (LC). n
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The forests of the Pinus genus with the largest area of 
distribution in the world are those of the Euro-Asiatic 
species of Scots pine. They stretch from the Iberian 

Peninsula to the western coast of the Sea of Okhotsk in 
Russia and from Scandinavia down to southern Andalusia. 
They can grow from sea level up to an altitude of more than 
2,700 m in the oro-Mediterranean bioclimatic belt. They 
are highly morphologically and genetically variable, which 
enables them to occupy a wide range of habitats. 

Natura 2000: Habitats, 9560 - * Endemic forests with Juniperus 
spp., 9010 - * Western Taïga, 91C0 - * Caledonian forest, 91D0 
- * Bog woodland, 1610 - Baltic esker islands with sandy, 
rocky and shingle beach vegetation and sublittoral vegetation, 
2180 - Wooded dunes of the Atlantic, Continental and Boreal 
region, 4090 - Endemic oro-Mediterranean heaths with gorse, 
40B0 Rhodope Potentilla fruticosa thickets, 5110 - Stable 
xerothermophilous formations with Buxus sempervirens on 
rock slopes (Berberidion p.p.), 9060 - Coniferous forests on, 
or connected to, glaciofluvial eskers, 9070 - Fennoscandian 
wooded pastures, 91Q0 -Western Carpathian calcicolous 
Pinus sylvestris forests, 91R0 - Dinaric dolomite Scots 
pine forests (Genisto januensis-Pinetum), 91T0 - Central 
European lichen pine forests, 91U0 - Sarmatic steppe pine 
forests (Cytiso-Pinetalia), 91BA - Moesian silver fir forests, 
91CA - Rhodopide and Balkan Range Scots pine forests, 
9430 - Subalpine and montane Pinus uncinata forests (* if on 
gypsum or limestone), 95A0 - High oro-Mediterranean pine 
forests. Red List Category of Threatened Species, IUCN: 
Least Concern (LC). n

Pinus sylvestris L.
Western Valleys Natural Park – Pyrenees – Spain

Ansó Valley Forest
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The two species of mountain pine that appear exclusively in 
the oro-Mediterranean vegetation belt are Pinus uncinata 
and Pinus mugo. The first is more commonly associated 

with the mountain ranges of the Pyrenees and the Alps, and the 
second with the Apennines and the mountains on the Dalmatian 
coast. Black pines can exceed 20 metres in height and have very 
dense, dark green foliage. In favourable environmental conditions 
they have a straight column-like trunk, but they can also live in 

more exposed conditions on crests, slopes, scree and cracks. In 
extreme conditions the trunk arches and divides into numerous 
branches from the base, forming twisted, tortuous shapes. 
Overgrazing and over-exploitation for timber are its main threats.

Natura 2000: Habitats, 9420 - Alpine Larix decidua and/or Pinus 
cembra forests, 9430 - Subalpine and montane Pinus uncinata 
forests (* if on gypsum or limestone). Red List Category of 
Threatened Species, IUCN, of Pinus mugo: Least Concern (LC). n

Pinus uncinata Ramond ex DC.
Larra Nature Reserve, Ukerdi and Aztaparreta Integral Reserve – Pyrenees – Spain

Belagua Valley Forest 
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xxxxxx Mountain pine Forest. 
Pinus uncinata Ramond ex DC.

Larra Nature Reserve, Ukerdi and Aztaparreta  
Integral Reserve – Pyrenees – Spainn 126
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