
This species is typical of the eastern Mediterranean, 
where it forms an essential part of the forest landscape 
and vegetation, being particularly abundant on the 

Anatolian Peninsula. These pine forests are primarily found 
in the thermo-meso-Mediterranean belts and can even 
occasionally reach the oro-Mediterranean belt, and occupy 
a total area of 4 million hectares. In Crete and the Aegean 
islands they are associated with the cypress woods on the 
mountainous massifs at altitudes of between 300 and 1,000 
metres. On the island of Crete they are found in the White 
Mountains, Psiloriti, Dikti, Sitia and Astenorusia, alongside 
Quercus infectoria, Arbutus andrachne, Juniperus turbinata, 
Ebenus cretica, Lygeum spartum and Quercus coccifera 
subsp. calliprinos.

Natura 2000: Habitats, 93A0 - Woodlands with Quercus 
infectoria (Anagyro foetidae- Quercetum infectoriae), 9540 - 
Mediterranean pine forests with endemic Mesogean pines. 
Red List Category of Threatened Species, IUCN: Least 
Concern (LC). n

Pinus brutia Ten.
Crete – Greece

Troharis Forest
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The populations of Aleppo pines are mainly distributed in 
the western Mediterranean, covering an area of some 
3.5 million hectares, with the largest tracts being found in 

North Africa and the Iberian Peninsula. In certain ecological 
conditions they can represent the climax of potential 
vegetation, but their current abundance is the result of the 
degradation of forests of sclerophyll oaks and Mediterranean 
deciduous trees and extensive reforestation during the 20th 
century. This almost exclusively monospecific situation 
is a weakness in pine forests because they present lower 
biodiversity of flora and fauna and favour the attack of pests 
such as the Pine Processionary (Thaumatopoea pityocampa) 
and other species of bark beetles. 

The Pi de la Bassa is a tree that was recorded by the Hon. 
Engineer of the Valencia Provincial Council, Rafael Janini, 
in 1914 in his pioneering work Algunos Árboles y Arbustos 
Viejos de la Provincia de Valencia (Some Ancient Trees and 
Shrubs of the Province of Valencia). Natura 2000: Habitat, 
9540 - Mediterranean pine forests with endemic Mesogean 
pines. Red List Category of Threatened Species, IUCN: Least 
Concern (LC). n

Pinus halepensis Mill.
Sierra Calderona Natural Park – Spain

Pi de la Bassa

111 nn 110



Pinus heldreichii Christ
Pollino National Park – Italy

Loricato Pine

Bosnian pine or pine loricato lives in the Mediterranean 
mountains of the central Balkans and southern Italy. They 
are very close to Pinus nigra taxonomically. Isolation of 

Italian populations and the anthropic pressures have caused 
the genetic uniqueness of populations that occur in southern 
Apennines in Calabria and Lucania. The main locations are in 
Spina-Zaccana, Pollino, Palamuda-Pellegrino and Montèa.

Colonizes calcareous and dolomitic soils on the altitudinal belt 
supra-oro-Mediterranean, of per-humid or humid bioclimate 

between 850 and 2100 m altitude. It is associated with 
Pinus nigra, Fagus sylvatica, Juniperus communis subsp. 
hemisphaerica, Quercus ilex, Quercus pubescens, Fraxinus and 
Acer monspessulanum.

Natura 2000: Habitat, 95A0 - High oro-Mediterranean pine forests 
black pin. Red List Category of Threatened Species, IUCN: Least 
Concern (LC). n
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Pinus nigra Arnold subsp. laricio  
(Poiret) Maire
Corsica – France

Forest of  
Valdu Niellu

The European black pine tree is em-
blematic of the Corsican mountain 
forests. In this place reach extraor-

dinary dimensions, as those found near 
the waterfall Radule and Golu. Among 
them is a tree of over 38 m high, 1.90 
m trunk diameter and has an estimated 
age of 450 years. The best formations 
are presented in oro-mediterranean bi-
oclimatic belt, scattered individuals ap-
pearing above 1800 m altitude.

Natura 2000: Habitats, 9530 - * (Sub-)
Mediterranean pine forests with endemic 
black pines, 5110 - Stable xerothermo-
philous formations with Buxus semper-
virens on rock slopes (Berberidion p.p.), 
91R0 - Dinaric dolomite Scots pine for-
ests (Genisto januensis-Pinetum), 91BA 
- Moesian silver fir forests, 91CA - Rho-
dopide and Balkan Range Scots pine 
forests. Red List Category of Threatened 
Species, IUCN: Least Concern (LC). n
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The Pinus nigra species has a very complex taxonomy – 
in biochemical, genetic, morphological and corological 
terms – which has given rise to the descriptions of 

numerous subspecies and varieties. It is found in mountain 
ranges across southern Europe and just occasionally in North 
Africa, in the meso-supra-oro-Mediterranean bioclimatic 
belts, covering an area of around 3.5 million hectares. It 
can form climacic communities as well as integrating with 
a dynamic series of deciduous and sclerophyll oaks and 
mountain conifers. 

The small populations of European black pines on the 
island of Cyprus are believed to form part of the pallasiana 
subspecies, although a different isoenzymatic-type 
biochemical pattern might make it advisable to assign a 
different variety. The Troodos Mountains are home to one of 
the last outposts of mature forests of the species, containing 
Juniperus foetidissima and Sorbus umbellata alongside 
endemic species such as Platanthera chlorantha subsp. 
holmboei, Epipactis troodi, Thlaspi cyprium, Jurinea cypria, 
Nepeta troodi and Cynoglossum troodi.

Natura 2000: Habitats, 9530 - * (Sub-)Mediterranean 
pine forests with endemic black pines, 5110 - Stable 
xerothermophilous formations with Buxus sempervirens on 
rock slopes (Berberidion p.p.), 91R0 - Dinaric dolomite Scots 
pine forests (Genisto januensis-Pinetum), 91BA - Moesian 
silver fir forests, 91CA - Rhodopide and Balkan Range Scots 
pine forests. Red List Category of Threatened Species, IUCN: 
Least Concern (LC). n

Pinus nigra Arnold subsp. pallasiana (Lambert) Holmboe
Troodos National Forest Park – Cyprus

Mount Olympus Forest
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European Black pines Forest.
Pinus nigra J.F. Arnold
Troodos National Forest Park – Cyprus 119 n
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