
Cupressus sempervirens var. numidica Trabut. Bou Abdallah – Tunisia
Cupressus atlantica Gaussen. Sidi Youssef ou Brahim – Morocco

 Makhtar Cypress & Atlas Cypress 

The forests of Mediterranean cypress in northern Africa can be 
found in two locations: northeast Makhtar on the mountains 
forming the backbone of Tunisia, and the Cyrenaica’s Green 

Mountain in eastern Libya. The only population in Tunisia can 
be found on the Kessra plateau, made up of a small group of 
extremely old trees, heavily mutilated and shaped irregularly, 
which survive in rocky, eroded soil. The Makhtar cypress are 
regarded as an endemic Tunisian variant of the Mediterranean 
cypress.

The Atlas Cypress are a relict species of the high western 
Atlas Mountains of Morocco, which according to the FAO, 
is now genetically impoverished. Its populations diminished 
sharply throughout the 20th century as a result of forestry over-
exploitation, intensive grazing and the local use of its wood. 
The Aghbar forest, with an area of 2,800 hectares, is the most 
extensive and best-preserved forest. The rest forms small islands 
of vegetation in a very advanced state of degradation and limited 
regeneration. Red List Category of Threatened Species, IUCN: 
Endangered (EN). n
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The azonal formations of junipers on the coastal dunes of 
the thermo-Mediterranean belt appear to be associated 
with edaphic determinism. These coastal juniper woods, 

made up of different taxa of the Phoenicea group, can form 
very dense forestry masses in which individual trees can 
grow to heights of more than 20 metres. Today these forest 
masses are regarded as residual and very fragmented, in 
which the trees take on the shape of shrubs. They are under 
significant threat from tourism, urban development and over-
grazing.

The plant formations dominated by Juniperus oxycedrus 
var. macrocarpa and Juniperus phoenicea are very typical of 
the southern islands of Crete, Gavdos, Chrysi, the Cyclades 
and the western coast of the Peloponnese. The total surface 
area covered by this habitat in Greece is just 12 km2. Natura 
2000: Habitats, 2250 - * Coastal dunes with Juniperus spp., 
5210 - Arborescent matorral with Juniperus spp., 2270 * - 
Wooded dunes with Pinus pinea and/or Pinus pinaster, 9560 
- * Endemic forests with Juniperus spp. Red List Category of 
Threatened Species, IUCN, of Juniperus oxycedrus L: Least 
Concern (LC). Category of Threatened Species, IUCN, of 
Juniperus phoenicea L: Least Concern (LC). n

Juniperus oxycedrus L. var. macrocarpa (Sibth. & Sm.) Silba 
Juniperus phoenicea L.
Elafonisi – Crete – Greece

Junipers of Kedrodasos
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The Savin juniper is a woody shrub that lives on high 
mountain peaks at altitudes of between 1,500 and 2,700 
metres. It can be found in central and southern Europe, 

western Asia and North Africa. Its cushiony appearance, 
which has adapted very well to the inhospitable environment 
of wind, snow and cold typical of the oro-Mediterranean 
bioclimatic belt, gives these peaks the look of splodges 
of discontinuous vegetation, as the plant rarely exceeds 1 
metre in height while its branches spread to form a mosaic of 
evergreen vegetation that can exceed 16 metres in diameter. 
The species tends to grow alongside Pinus sylvestris, Pinus 
nigra, Quercus ilex, Juniperus thurifera, Quercus pubescens, 
Juniperus phoenicea, Juniperus communis, Arctostaphylos 
uva-ursi and Prunus prostrata.

Natura 2000: Habitats, 5210 - Arborescent matorral with 
Juniperus spp., 9560 - * Endemic forests with Juniperus 
spp. Red List Category of Threatened Species, IUCN: Least 
Concern (LC) n

Juniperus sabina L. 
Sierra de Javalambre – Spain

Javalambre Forest
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The Spanish juniper is a characteristic species of the 
western Mediterranean which can be found in supra-
oro-Mediterranean bioclimatic belts at altitudes of 

between 400 and 3,400 metres. Its area of distribution 
is disjunct, with different subspecies in North Africa, the 
Southern Alps, Corsica and central and eastern Spain. The 
status of its populations in Algeria is of particular concern, 
where it is estimated that there are only about 50 hectares 
of monospecific formations. In Corsica they cover an area of 
around 1,000 hectares, and there are a few thousand more 
in the Southern Alps, but these are fragmented, isolated 
and disperse. Forest fires, over-grazing and forestry over-
exploitation are the main threats to this species in every 
country in which it is found.

The Spanish juniper tends to be associated with high-
mountain livestock stockyards as its foliage is used to feed 
animals during the winter. For this reason, the trees suffer 
from severe pruning which, over the years, can end up 
damaging the resistance of the trunk and main branches.

Natura 2000: Habitats, 5210 - Arborescent matorral with 
Juniperus spp., 9560 - * Endemic forests with Juniperus 
spp. Red List Category of Threatened Species, IUCN: Least 
Concern (LC) n

Juniperus thurifera L.
Puebla de San Miguel Natural Park – Spain

Las Blancas
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The Atlantic coast of the southern Iberian Peninsula 
is home to the first woody plant formations on the 
continent of Europe. They took up residence on cliffs, 

beaches, little islands and rocky outcrops upon which all the 
fury of transatlantic storms is unleashed, with giant, salt-filled 
waves flung by the wind onto the vegetation, building up a 
soil base formed of shifting dunes on limestone pavements. 
In these harsh conditions, we find species which manage 
to survive such as Juniperus turbinata, Quercus coccifera, 
Pistacia lentiscus, Chamaerops humilis, Viola arborescens, 
Ulex erinaceus and Centaurea valentina.

The Southwest Alentejo and Vicentine Coast Natural Park is a 
specially-protected area for birds where they live, spend the 
winter or use as a migration platform between North Africa 
and Europe: Pandion haliaetus, Hieraaetus fasciatus, Falco 
peregrinus, Falco tinnunculus, Falco naumanni, Pyrrhocorax 
pyrrhocorax, Luscinia svecica, Ficedula hipoleuca, Sylvia 
communis. . Natura 2000:  Habitats, 2250 - * Coastal dunes 
with Juniperus spp., 5140 - * Cistus palhinhae formations on 
maritime wet heaths. n

Juniperus turbinata Guss.
Southwest Alentejo and Vicentine Coast Natural Park  
Portugal

Junipers of Cape  
São Vicente
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Old Juniper
Juniperus foetidissima Willd.
Troodos National Forest Park – Cyprus 107 n
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