
Persian Turpentine Tree
Pistacia atlantica Desf.
Kiti – Cyprus

The Persian turpentine tree is an arboreal species found 
in the southern and western Mediterranean, abounds 
in North Africa, and is also present in the Cyrenaica 

chain, the Middle East, the west coast of Anatolia, Cyprus 
and the Canary Islands. It evinces great ecological breadth 
and plasticity in adapting to different environments, with an 
influence on and connections with Macaronesian, pre-desert 
and Mediterranean flora. It forms groups with Olea europaea, 
Ceratonia siliqua, Tetraclinis articulata, Juniperus turbinata, 
Ziziphus lotus, Pistacia khinjuk, Amygdalus communis subsp. 
microphylla, Amygdalus lycioides, Amygdalus orientalis, 
Amygdalus arabica, Amygdalus webbii, Amygdalus graeca 
and Prunus microcarpa, as well as other representatives of 
the Rosaceae family such as Prunus, Crataegus, Pyrus, Rosa 
and Rhamnus. In the Canary Islands, where on certain islands 
it is practically assumed to have disappeared, it grows with 
Tamarix canariensis, Phoenix canariensis, Dracaena draco, 
Juniperus phoenicea, Olea europaea subsp. cerasiformis, 
Pistacia lentiscus, Visnea mocanera, Maytenus canariensis 
and Sideroxylon marmulana. Natura 2000: Habitat, 9320 - 
Olea and Ceratonia forests. n
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U listincu
Pistacia lentiscus L. 
Ghisonaccia – Corsica – France

Mastic is a species of the thermophilous forest, that is 
preferably in vegetation belts thermo-meso-Mediterra-
nean. Present a circum-Mediterranean distribution, and 

form highly diversified forest from the structural point of view. 
They are accompanied by Arbutus unedo, Celtis australis, 
Ceratonia siliqua, Cercis siliquastrum, Erica arborea, Laurus 
nobilis, Myrtus communis, Olea europaea, Pinus pinea, Quer-
cus coccifera, Ramnus alaternus among others.

U Listincu was discovered among the maquis when the own-
er carried out work clearing the land. Was declared the Tree 
of the Year 2011 in France. Mastic has a trunk circumference 
of 2.30 m, a height of 7 m and covers an area of 80 m2

The fruits of mastic attract different types of birds, like dif-
ferent species of Sylvia spp., who consume and contribute 
to its spread. Meanwhile the leaves are protected from her-
bivores by increasing the content of phenols in the youngest 
leaves and also throughout the winter when herbaceous lay-
er is scarce. Natura 2000: Habitats, 5320 - Low formations 
of Euphorbia close to cliffs, 5420 - Sarcopoterium spinosum 
phryganas, 9320 - Olea and Ceratonia forests, 9540 - Medi-
terranean pine forests with endemic Mesogean pines. n
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Vlatos Oriental Plane
Platanus orientalis L. 
Crete – Greece

The Oriental plane is one of the predominant species in 
formations of riparian forests in the Balkan Peninsula, 
the Middle East, southern Italy, Sicily, Cyprus and 

Crete. It grows from sea level up to an altitude of 1,500 
metres, demonstrating great ecological breadth, although 
its preferred locations are river basins. It has been widely 
distributed since Antiquity for the quality of its shade around 
springs, in gardens and in avenues. The Vlatos Plane has a 
trunk circumference of 26.40 metres. Natura 2000: Habitat, 
92C0 - Platanus orientalis and Liquidambar orientalis woods 
(Plantanion orientalis). Red List Category of Threatened 
Species, IUCN: Least Concern (LC). n
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Quercus infectoria Oliv.
Kampos – Cyprus

Aleppo Oak

The most extensive forests of deciduous oaks in 
the western Mediterranean are mainly made up of 
two polymorphous species, Quercus ithaburensis 

and Quercus infectoria. The former extends as far as 
southern Italy, while the latter is more abundant in the 
Anatolian peninsula and the mountains of the Middle 
East, with populations in the eastern islands of the 
Aegean Sea and in Cyprus. It can be found in forest 
formations  at the supra-Mediterranean belt in sub-
humid and humid bioclimates along with the Quercion 
infectoriae unit, characterized by the presence of 
Asperula libanotica, Veronica stenobotrys, Hypericum 
lanuginosum, Tamus orientalis, Quercus coccifera 
subsp. calliprinos, Pinus brutia, Allium trifoliatum, Ostrya 
carpinifolia, Quercus alnifolia, Cupressus sempervirens, 
Quercus brachyphylla, Arbutus andrachne, Acer 
syriacum, Fontanesia phillyreoides, Aristolochia altissima 
and Cyclamen persicum

Natura 2000: Habitat, 93A0 - Woodlands with Quercus 
infectoria (Anagyro foetidae- Quercetum infectoriae). n
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Carvalleda de Tragamón
Quercus robur L.
Atlantic Botanical Garden of Gijón - Spain

The Pendunculate oak is characteristic of temperate 
European forests and found a refuge all around the 
Mediterranean during the peak of the Würm glacial 

period. Today, they can be found across most of Europe and 
western Asia, while in the Iberian Peninsula they are more 
closely associated with areas with an Atlantic influence.

Natura 2000: Habitats, 2180 - Wooded dunes of the Atlantic, 
Continental and Boreal region, 6530 - * Fennoscandian 
wooded meadows, 9020 - * Fennoscandian hemiboreal 
natural old broad-leaved deciduous forests (Quercus, 
Tilia, Acer, Fraxinus or Ulmus) rich in epiphytes, 9070 - 
Fennoscandian wooded pastures, 9110 - Luzulo-Fagetum 
beech forests, 9160 - Sub-Atlantic and medio-European 
oak or oakhornbeam forests of the Carpinion betuli, 9170 
- Galio-Carpinetum oak-hornbeam forests, 9180 - * Tilio-
Acerion forests of slopes, screes and ravines, 9190 - Old 
acidophilous oak woods with Quercus robur on sandy plains, 
91F0 - Riparian mixed forests of Quercus robur, Ulmus laevis 
and Ulmus minor, Fraxinus excelsior or Fraxinus angustifolia, 
along the great rivers (Ulmenion minoris), 91I0 -* Euro-
Siberian steppic woods with Quercus spp., 91L0 - Illyrian 
oak –hornbeam forests (Erythronio-Carpinion), 91P0 - Holy 
Cross fir forests (Abietetum polonicum), 91Y0 - Dacian oak 
& hornbeam forests, 9230 - Galicio-Portuguese oak woods 
with Quercus robur and Quercus pyrenaica, 92A0 - Salix alba 
and Populus alba galleries. Red List Category of Threatened 
Species, IUCN: Least Concern (LC). n
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Chaparral do Mendoça 
Cork Oak 
Quercus suber L.
Marateca – Portugal

Cork harvesting has offered a guarantee of the 
conservation of cork oak forests. It is estimated that the 
surface area occupied by cork oak forests is just under 

2 million hectares, with Portugal, Algeria, Spain and Morocco 
being the main producers. Cork is harvested from the trees 
every 7 or 15 years, depending on the region and the dryness 
of the climate – the drier the climate, the better the cork, but 
production is slower. Cork can be harvested from the trees 
throughout their lifetime although it should be avoided with 
very ancient trees as it causes supplementary stress which 
could endanger them.

During the extraction process, the cork is separated from 
the casca, the latter is a layer which is hugely important 
as it contains the capacity to generate new bark, as well 
as housing and protecting the cambium which enables the 
tree to remain alive. The cork cambium or casca is high in 
tannins which have traditionally been used for tanning and 
as colorants. Documentary records show that between the 
17th century and the early 20th century in southern Spain, 
Morocco and the islands of Sardinia, Corsica and Sicily, vast 
tracts of cork oak forests were destroyed for this purpose. 
This would explain the sharp decline in these forests in the 
region. The Chaparral do Mendoça cork oak in Portugal is 
regarded as one of the most productive trees in the world and 
has a crown diameter of 30 metres and a trunk circumference 
of over 5 metres. n
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Smallflower Tamarisk
Tamarix parviflora DC.
Agios Athanasios Sklavopoula – Crete – Greece

The Tamarix genus covers around a hundred species of 
halophytic/hydrophilic environments distributed across 
the warm and temperate regions of Europe, western 

Asia and North Africa. The greatest diversity of species can 
be found in Iran, Turkey and North Africa, where some taxa 
are integrated in the Saharo-Arabian savannah vegetation, 
forming part of the desert and dune landscape. Associated 
with formations of fresh water, it generally appears with the 
taxa of Tamarix africana, Tamarix gallica, along with Salix 
alba, Salix triandra, Salix pedicellata, Salix atrocinerea, Salix 
purpurea, Populus alba, Populus nigra, Fraxinus angustifolia, 
Laurus nobilis, Celtis australis, Prunus lusitanica and Nerium 
oleander. Meanwhile, Tamarix canariensis, Tamarix boveana 
and Tamarix balansae show a preference for sub-halophytic 
environments.

Tamarix parviflora, is originary of the eastern Mediterranean 
and North Africa, and other species in the group, can take on 
the shape of a tree and grow to extraordinary dimensions. 
They have been used in landscape gardening in the eastern 
Mediterranean where they have become naturalized. n
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