
This species is endemic to the Atlas Mountains of 
Morocco and Algeria where it thrives best at an altitude 
of between 1,000 and 2,500 metres. It tends to be found 

in the form of pure forests, though it is also associated with 
Quercus ilex, Quercus faginea, Quercus canariensis, Acer 
opalus, Acer monspessulanum, Buxus balearica, Fraxinus 
dimorpha, Pinus nigra subsp. mauretanica, Abies marocana, 
Abies numidica, Ilex aquifolium and Juniperus thurifera 
subsp. africana, amongst others. 

Forests of Atlas cedars are currently very fragmented as a 
result of forestry over-exploitation and woodland clearance 
to extend farmland throughout the 20th century, in addition to 
which there has been heavy livestock pressure which makes 
regeneration difficult. The most optimistic estimates indicate 
that the forests of Atlas cedars cover a total area of 145,000 
hectares, which represents just 25% of their potential area.

The Atlas cedar was introduced in Europe as an ornamental 
tree in the early 19th century. The cedar in El Jardín de la 
Francesa is a mature tree is in the tabulation stage; it has a 
trunk circumference of over 8 metres, while the height and 
diameter of the crown reach 30 metres. Red List Category of 
Threatened Species, IUCN: Least Concern (LC). “Las Sierras 
de Béjar y Francia” Biosphere Reserve. n

Cedrus atlantica (Endl.) G. Manetti ex Carrière
El Jardín de la Francesa – Béjar – Spain

Atlas Cedar
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Cypress of  
Principe Real 
Cupressus lusitanica Mill.
Lisbon – Portugal

This species originated in the mountain chains of Central 
America and was introduced in Portugal at the end of the 
15th century. It is an upright tree with a rounded crown 

that can exceed 30 metres in height.

The cypress of Praça do Principe Real was planted around 
the middle of the 19th century. Its crown flattens out into an 
ornamental shape because its branches have been directed 
by pruning in such a way that it needs to be supported by a 
wrought-iron structure. The crown reaches a height of 6.80 
metres, the trunk has a circumference of 4 metres and the 
diameter of the crown is 27 metres. Red List Category of 
Threatened Species, IUCN: Least Concern (LC). n
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Cupressus sempervirens L.
Provence – Côte d’Azur – France

Les Jumeaux & Notre-Dame du Cyprès

The Mediterranean cypress is one of the most characteristic 
trees in the landscapes of Provence and the Côte d’Azur 
in France, associated with places of worship, gardens and 

residences. Around the Romanesque chapel of Notre-Dame 
du Cyprès, which dates back to the 10th century, there are six 
magnificent examples with a fastigiate form; the thickest one 
among them has a trunk circumference of 5.8 metres.

“Les Jumeaux” are two emblematic cypress trees which were 
planted in 1800 at a watchtower near the city of Montpellier, 

which have twice been on the verge of disappearing: the first 
during the Second World War when trenches were being dug in 
the vicinity and they wanted to prevent it from being used as a 
reference point, and the second during the construction of the 
A9 motorway as its path went very close by. Today it is urban 
development in the immediate area that is threatening these 
noble trees. In both cases, the owners and public feeling were 
mobilized in their defence. n
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Genovés Calvary 
Cupressus sempervirens L.
Serra Grossa – Spain

The Serra Grossa is a mountain range formed by the 
union of various gentler ranges whose maximum altitude 
reaches 903 metres at the peak of La Creu. Among 

them is the Castell de Xàtiva range, topped by a fortress 
and, right at its feet, a good example of the dry, calcareous 
Mediterranean grasslands which house the endemic 
protected species Silene diclinis, as well as examples of 
rocky slopes with chasmophytic vegetation featuring taxa 
such as Sarcocapnos saetabensis and Saxifraga corsica 
subsp. cossoniana.

The municipality of Genovés, at the foot of the La Creu 
mountain range, boasts a lovely hill covered in cypresses 
around the hermitage of Christ of the Calvary, whose 
presence is a living witness of the landscape, the beliefs and 
the life of its settlers.

Natura 2000: Habitats, 6210 - Semi-natural dry grasslands 
and scrubland facies on calcareous substrates (Festuco-
Brometalia) (*important orchid sites), 8210 - Calcareous rocky 
slopes with chasmophytic vegetation. Red List Category of 
Threatened Species, IUCN of Silene diclinis: Endangered 
(EN). n
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Cupressus sempervirens L.
Villafranca del Bierzo – Spain
Madrid – Spain

Anunciada Cypress & Royal  
Botanical Garden Cypress

On 17 October 1755, on the orders of 
King Fernando VI, the Royal Botanical 
Garden of Madrid was founded in Migas 

Calientes. Later, in 1774, under the reign 
of Carlos III, the garden was transferred to 
its current location due to the proximity of 
the Garden of Buen Retiro and the possible 
location of the Natural History Museum on 
the current site of the Prado Museum. Rich in 
herbariums, botanical drawings and legacies, 
it is an international reference centre and one 
of the most visited botanical gardens in Spain. 
The oldest tree in the Botanical Garden is this 
cypress of 32 metres high, which is between 
220 and 240 years old.

The cypress which has been growing for 400 
years at the Monastery of La Anunciada, 
belonging to the Order of the Poor Clares, is 
the oldest and, at 33 metres, the tallest cypress 
in Spain. Standing on the Pilgrim’s Road to 
Santiago, this cypress used to go unnoticed 
until the sisters, genuine spiritual guardians 
of the tree due to the fact that, according to 
tradition, it was planted by their founder Sister 
María de la Trinidad, who pulled out all the stops 
to get proper attention for the tree. The cypress 
was diseased but since 2001 it has been 
given care and attention by the Department of 
Monumental Trees of the Provincial Council of 
Valencia.n
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Villa Reale di Castello
Cupressus sempervirens L.
Florence – Italy

When it comes to the art of gardening, the Renaissance 
marked a break with the model of a medieval garden. 
The scenic effect of wide-open spaces and surprises 

for visitors take nature palette in the new gardens of the 
hand of some creators who were not only architects but also 
landscapers, painters and sculptors. Villa Reale di Castello, 
owned by the Medici family, was built under the patronage of 
Cosimo I, the First Grand Duke of Tuscany, and is regarded 
as one of the very first examples of this Renaissance art.

The grandiose design of the terraces, giving a unitary 
impression, the host of different vistas, the harmonious 
dimensions of the palace, the balanced and consummate 
development of ornamental motifs, the broad parterres 
surrounded by hedges, the layout of the numerous fountains 
and sculptures, the presence of an Orangery with a rich 
collection of citrus trees which in summer are exhibited 
outside for an exotic touch, the leaf-shaded tunnels through 
the woods... The cypress trees occupy two main positions, 
the first at the entrance alongside the palace, and the second 
opposite the Winter Fountain. n
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Agios Nikolaos Cypress
Cupressus sempervirens L.
Kathikas – Cyprus

The Akamas Peninsula is a mountain range forested 
with junipers and pines where some of the last unspoilt 
beaches of Cyprus can be found. Legend tells us that 

Aphrodite, the Greek goddess of Love and Beauty, was born 
from the sea foam here. And in Akamas we find the Baths 
of Aphrodite, a cool spring that pours down the cliffs until 
entering a grotto hidden between fig trees and oleanders. 
This natural setting is home to a wide variety of protected flora 
and fauna, including the green sea turtle Chelonia mydas, 
the loggerhead sea turtle Caretta caretta, the Lepidoptera 
Callimorpha quadripunctaria and plants such as Centaurea 
akamantis, Crepis pusilla, Ophrys kotschyi, Phlomis cypria 
and Tulipa cypria, as well as seven mammals and over 154 
birds.

The name Cyprus is related to the presence of cypress trees 
among its flora. However, there are no natural formations of 
the species today. The two most noteworthy specimens on 
the island are the cypress trees of Nisou and St. Nicholas. 
According to local legend, the latter is associated with the 
presence of St. Nicholas on the island, and has a trunk 
circumference of 4.35 metres and a height of 14 metres. n
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Cupressus sempervirens L.
Abarqu – Iran

Abarqu Cypress

The mountainous regions of the Middle East, from the Taurus 
Mountains on the Anatolian peninsula to the northwestern 
area of the Indian subcontinent in the Indus Valley, are the 

main potential area of distribution of the cypress. It is worth 
mentioning the historical reference of Alexander Von Humboldt 
in this region who, following in the steps of the Arab geographer 
Al Idrisi in the 11th century, suggested that the cypress had its 
centre of origin in Afghanistan, where giant cypress trees were 
growing. An eloquent witness of the presence of a thousand-
year-old cypress trees in this region are the Abarqu Cypress in 
Iran. With a trunk circumference of over 14 metres and dating 
back more than 4,000 years, this wonderful cypress has marked 

the meeting point for caravans between East and West for 
centuries.

In 1621, Pietro Della Valle related the impression that the Abarqu 
cypress made on him in a letter during his travels: “Nell’entrar 
della Terra: da una banda, vi è piantato un cipresso molto annoso, 
il più grande, che io abbia mai veduto in vita mia”. “ … i rami 
più bassi, si stendono lontano dal tronco pero ogni parte atronó, 
e conforme io misurai, da quindici passi de miei. L’altezza, 
corrisponde alla grossezza: ma non è di forma piramidale, come 
sogliono essere i cipressi di ordinario. Alla grandezza, mostra 
di essere albero antico assai, i Mahomettani l’hanno in gran 
divotione”. n
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Tetraclinis articulata (Vahl) Masters
Cupressus sempervirens L.
Malta

San Anton Gardens

The luxuriance, diversity and freshness of the 
vegetation in the San Anton Gardens contrasts with 
the arid landscape and deforestation of the islands 

of Malta. Renowned professor John Borg recorded 
some of the oldest trees in his work in 1933, mentioning 
different groups of cypress trees. He particularly noted 
two very old pyramid-shaped cypresses planted near 
the Arch monument in Valletta, which could well date 
back to the times of the Grandmaster Antoine de Paule 
between 1623 and 1636, and also mentioned those of 
the San Anton Gardens.

The araar or azouca in the Tamazight language 
(Tetraclinis articulata) is a species endemic to North 
Africa, where the natural populations have been ravaged 
by the exploitation of their precious wood. It belongs 
to an ancient phylogenetic line of the Cupressaceae 
family and its closest genera neighbours are in South 
Africa, Australia, New Caledonia and New Guinea, which 
indicates how very ancient its origins are. The species 
is in danger of extinction in Europe as the only two 
residual representations are in the east of the Iberian 
Peninsula and in Malta, made up of isolated trees. The 
best representations of the species can be found in 
North Africa. Red List Category of Threatened Species, 
IUCN: Least Concern (LC). Natura 2000: Habitat, 9570 - 
* Tetraclinis articulata forests. n
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Pinus pinea L.
Sardinia – Italy
Doñana National Park – Spain

Stone Pine

The stone pine can be found in thermo-meso-Mediterranean 
vegetation belts with a humid and sub-humid bioclimate 
and in the Lebanon can reach an altitude of 1,800 metres. 

It prefers loose, sandy soils or a dune-type environment with an 
underlying water table. The absence of mature natural forests, 
the discontinuous and fragmented populations of the tree and its 
reduced genetic diversity have made it difficult to establish its area 
of origin. The presence of anthracological remains on archaeological 
sites in the south of the Iberian Peninsula dating back to between 
10,000 and 20,000 years old and pollen in peatlands from previous 
periods indicate the spontaneity of the species in this region.

It is thought that many of the populations in the western 
Mediterranean might have originated from the expansion of the 
Etruscans in Italy and subsequently spread by the Romans to 
their whole area of influence, given the culinary and nutritional 
value of their pine-nuts. Natura 2000: Habitats, 2270 - * 
Wooded dunes with Pinus pinea and/or Pinus pinaster, 9540 - 
Mediterranean pine forests with endemic Mesogean Pines. Red 
List Category of Threatened Species, IUCN: Least Concern (LC). 
“Doñana” Biosphere Reserve. “Doñana National Park” World 
Heritage Site. n
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Ahuehuete 
Taxodium mucronatum Ten.
Royal Gardens of Aranjuez – Spain 253 n
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